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Taking The Initiative

Sara Lynn Younes

As a Wellspring alumnaq, it is both an honor and a joy to
introduce our community to Wellspring's very first official
Yearbook and Newsletter Committee (YNC). This initiative
would not have been possible without the dedication,
commitment, and support of many individuals who believed
in the potential of this initiative.
My sincere gratitude goes to Ms. Eva Mourtada for her
constant follow-up on deadlines and CAS requirements, and
to Ms. Vanessa Abdel Aal for our weekly meetings, guidance,
and organization throughout this journey. | am thankful for
every student who poured their time, creativity, and effort into
bringing this newsletter to life. | am also thankful for the
community that was patient enough to wait for this.
| want to start with a special thanks to our incredible team:
e Photographers: Hadi Sabra, Aya Ismail, Zeinab Osseiran,
and Mustafa Raad
e Writers: Yasma Yassine, Talia Fawzi, and Batoul Mazeh
e Graphic Designers and Revisers: Thalia Al Khatib, Anita
Tabbara, Maria Mansour, and Thalia Khazaal

Thank you as well to everyone who supported us along the
way regardless of the circumstances. While these times have
been difficult, we were able to pull through our fear in the
face of adversity. We hope to bring a sense of hope and
brightness to the community that we will be back on campus
once again.

Our deepest appreciation goes to, our Head of School, Dr.
Rita Zgheib, for her constant, unwavering support—we cannot
wait to continue making you proud.

And now, | hand over the pen to the Wellspring students who
helped create all that follows.



First Week of School

Yasma Yassine

Undoubtedly, the first week of school is vital
in setting the tone for the rest of the school
year, building routines and relationships, and
ensuring a solid start for all students.
September 2nd, 2025, marked an exciting
start for the Diploma Programme (DP);
students were warmly welcomed on their
first day. DP1 students immersed themselves
in school seminars that introduced them to
the DP Programme. Meanwhile, the DP2
students began the next phase of their DP
journey, diving straight into their academic
work. September 5th, 2025, marked the
official first day of school for the PYP
students of Wellspring Learning Community.
The day featured a wide-scale variety of
activities extending to all grade levels,
ranging from team building and reaction
time/strength-focused activities with the
PHE department to recreational activities
aimed at promoting the values of global
citizenship, instilling a spirit of cooperation,
and consolidating the principles and values
upon which WLC is based. To achieve utmost
harmony and balance between fun and
education, the school also provided our PYP
students with in-class visits from the nurse
and counselor, providing the students with
some health advice and support.

In addition to that, our Middle Years
Principal, Dr. Christiane Jaatour and
the Dean of Students, Mr. Salman
Sultan also visited the classes to

welcome the new students and
provide further guidance.

Students expressed the excitement of
being on a new campus, specifically
mentioning purchasing food from the
cafeteriac and having access to a
variety of activities like the ping pong
table, football field, and the
recreational activities orchestrated by
Miss Manal Mezher. WLC's feeling of
familiarity and support was described
as unmatched, as students were able
to tour the campus and become more
accustomed to it before classes
officially began, allowing them to feel
ready and well-inducted.



Wellspring Community
Service Projects

Community Engagement for Sustainability

On Saturday, October 25, 2025 the
Wellspring community including
administrators, teachers, Parents’
Committee members, and Student Council
leaders came together for a special cause
with environmental activist Mrs. Caroline
Chaptini. Together, Wellspring contributed
in building the world's largest green cedar
tree made entirely from recycled plastic
bottles, aiming to enter the Guinness Book
of World Records! The team helped craft
ropes from plastic bottles and counted
over 12,000 bottles, all in support of
sustainability and global citizenship in

Amioun, Koura. Recycling on CCCampus
il

Part of nurturing global citizens is having
eco-conscious community members.
Through the Recycling School Project
launched this year, students were
involved in a sorting activity and the DP
students distributed recycling bins on
campus. Materials were sorted into
different bins based on their
compositions. The students applied the
knowledge acquired in their STEM

P T classes during the sorting process.
eerstudy Hu Furthermore, Wellspring recycles sorted
waste in both campuses  with

Makhzoumi Foundation since 2024. Keep
it up, Wellspring!

The Peer-Study hub is the first DP student-
led club on campus. The Peer-Study hub
was set in place in order to offer academic
support to students struggling in certain
subjects. DP students provided daily support
during second break to peers from grades
6,7, and 8 during second break. This is a
good experience for both the students
learning and the student-tutors as they
improve and strengthen connections
between grade levels and encourage
support across the community.
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Student Election Campaign

Yasma Yassine

The yearly electoral journey began on
September 30", with an application form
for all roles shared across all grade levels.
The campus was swarmed with suspense
and excitement as candidates began
launching their campaigns over the
course of four days, starting on October
2" Witty and creative posters dominated
the school walls, while some candidates
took to social media to post their self-
made promotion videos, collaborating
with their peers and including friends in
preparations.

October 6™ marked the start of a highly
anticipated day -the day of the
presidential debate moderated by WLC's
2024-2025 President Lea Al Owaini, and
Vice President Adam Kamaleddine. The
candidates for President: Talia Fawzi, Dima
Saffiedine, and Hadi Sabra, and for Vice
President: Talia Saffiedine, Yara Abdallah,
and Anita Tabara respectively, answering
a variety of technical and informative
questions.

Mr. Omar Samadi announced the results,
with only a one vote difference between
the winners and runner-ups.

The student council is arguably one of the
most crucial aspects of Wellspring's
commitment to living by the students’
profile attributes and including all school’s

shareholders together. Meeting every
Monday, the council gathers with the
student council advisor, Mr. Omar, to

discuss upcoming events and address
student concerns brought forward by class
representatives. These meetings serve as a
platform  for  collaboration, allowing
students to voice their opinions, propose
initiatives, and work collectively towards
improving school life. From organizing spirit
weeks, bake sales, and a wide variety of
other activities, to addressing practical
school issues, the council plays a pivotal
role in shaping the students’ experiences.



Students’ Life

On and Off campus

Student Council Representatives 2025-2026

Sophie Stephan (G6)

Mila Tohme (G6)

Zeinab Maatouk (G7)

Maria El Zein (G7)

Celine Masri (G8)

Fajr Mardam Bek (G8)

Maryam Al Halabi (G9)

ACG (G9)

May Rita Chiniara - Secretary G(10)
Taim Mardam Bek - Treasurer (G10)
Soraya Jamil Ibrahim (GI1)

Paul Chiniara (G12)

Anita Tabbara - Vice President (G10)
Hadi Sabra - President (GI11)

Inter-school Championship: Football Teams

The school’s Girls and Boys football teams
led by Coach Ali Toufaily demonstrated
outstanding commitment and discipline
during this year's Inter-School Football
Championship. Through consistent
practice sessions, focused training, and
strong team spirit, the players showed
what it truly means to represent their
school with pride and determination.

The boys’” team members who
contributed to this memorable journey
include:

Abdallah Kreidli, Abbas Ajami, Amir Ali
Abou Al Hassan, Chris Keyrouz, Daniel
Abou Hamdan, Issam Abouchacraq,
Karim Ballout, Karim Annan, Karim
Jaafar, Majd Mroueh, Malek Mroueh,
Mohd Fouad Hasan, and Mohd El Agha.

The girls’ team members who represented
the school included:

Gabriella Oliveira, Haya Charara, Hazar
Safieddine, Julia Beyh, Lana Moukalled,
Lea Faour Maria Hijazi, Massa Monzer,
Rukaya Khalil, Taline Dada, Tamara
Dada, Yara Bdeir, and Zeinab Maatouk.




Inter-Schools Championship: Basketball Teams

The school basketball team showed
admirable commitment and determination
throughout their participation in the
inter-school championship. Through regular
training sessions with Coach Jawad Alj,
disciplined practice, and a shared passion
for the game, the team consistently worked
to improve their skills and performance.

The team was proudly represented by Adam
Hijazi, Ibrahim Al Rashidi, Jad Ghazzawi,
Jad Iskandarani, Jad Mohamed Ali, Kareem
Mohamed Ali, Kyan Omeis, Maher Chamas,
Mustafa Naji, and Rayan Ghamloush.

Their dedication to practice and positive
attitude throughout the championship have
made them a source of pride for the school
community.

The “Good Neighbors”
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Inlthtlves Wellspring students were also happy to
welcome thirty-six elderly members from
Teta and Jeddo in celebration of the New
Year 2026. Grade 6 classes were more than
happy to perform Lebanese folk songs to
bring joy to all, while the visitors shared their
wisdom over a delicious lunch and a fun
dance. Teta and Jeddo and Wellspring are
neighbors and frequently share activities
and volunteering opportunities to
encourage community engagement and
attachment.

P

Ifar with the Visually Challenged

CCC welcomed over forty visually
challenged teenagers to join Wellspring
students over a very compassionate and
emotional iftar, proving that love sees no
faults, and passionate and loving hearts
always manage to shine through no
matter what. Students assisted by
preparing the tables and open space for
mingling with the visiting members over
delicious meails.
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Wellspring’s First Founders’ Day

This year, Wellspring proudly celebrated its
first official Founders’ Day on September 16,
2025, marking a meaningful milestone in the
school’'s journey. Students from all grade
levels participated in activities honoring the
school’s beginnings while actively practicing
PRACIS, the Approaches to Learning, and the
qualities of the Student Learner Profile.

September 16, 2007. A passion in a woman. A
dream come true.. We still remember the

brave beginnings, the fearless drive, and the
dream that continues to blossom as it

rows. - .
9 Dr. Rita Zgheib

A highlight of the celebration was the unveiling
of the Wellspring Wolf, the school’s
long-awaited mascot. Created through a
collaborative art project by CCC students, the
mascot represents Wellspring's values, identity,
and strong sense of community.




University Visits

Talia Fawzi

Mrs. Pascale Hayek Bassil, Wellspring
Learning Community’s University and
Carrer Guidance Counselor, emphasized
the importance of university presentations
in guiding students through their higher
education choices.

She explained that whether online or in
person, these presentations hold great
value for Grades 11 and 12 particularly for
students who remain uncertain about their
intended maijors. University representatives
introduce new programs, successful
ventures, partnerships, and alternative
academic paths that students may explore. k
NGO visits were also important, as they
highlighted the importance of community
service even during high school.

Mrs. Pascale noted that these sessions also provide an opportunity for students to ask
specific questions not always available online, such as; the possibility of receiving both
financial aid and scholarships, the criteria for their continuation, the profile sought by
certain departments, individual case consultations, and details regarding transfer or
exchange programs. While much of the information presented by universities can be
found on their websites, Mrs. Pascale highlighted that direct interaction with
representatives offers deeper insight into the institution’s culture and helps clarify what
may seem like a complex admissions process. She concluded by expressing her hope
that students have enjoyed the sessions hosted by the school so far, adding that
Wellspring intends to reach out to additional international universities beginning in
November.

I L'

THE LUMIVEI

MELBOURNE "-




Community Engagement Fair

Ms. Eva Mourtada

On 18 November, 2025, Wellsping held its
yearly Community Engagement Fair hosting
14 different local and international NGOs
offering different service projects in
Lebanon.

As the DP students rotated on the different
stations, they learned about the NGO scope
of work, their different projects and

accordigly signed up with the NGO of their
choice.

The event allowed the students to focus
their community service hours in the field of
their interest; animal welfare, humanitarian
communities

actions, marginalized
awareness, etc.
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The importance of this event lies in its
ability to meaningfully connect students
with real-world community needs. By
interacting directly with the community
through the NGOs, DP students gained
firsthand insight into the impact of

service and social responsibility in
Lebanon. The fair provided opportunities
to fulfill the CAS course requirements
and Wellspring DP students committed
to the NGOs of their choice for a long-
term engagement. A journey of
empathy and purposeful action beyond
the classroom was set!
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Hiking Trip - Diploma Programme

Talia Fawzi

On September 19th, our Diploma
Programme students embarked on an
eventful field trip in Northern Lebanon -
Baskenta. This was planned by Ms. Eva
Mourtada, our CAS & Service-Learning
Coordinator, as a creativity, activity,
service experience for the students. CAS is
a component of the core of the IB DP and
it must be completed in order for students
to gain the diploma.

CREATIVITY : Students visited the very first
Arabic  printing press in  Dar-Mar
Youhanna ElI Khinshara to gain insights
into Lebanon's cultural legacy. The
innovation and breakthrough of the
printing press invoked interest in
language, creativity, and history. Two
students expressed that "the experience
reminded us that creativity doesn’t only
mean art, it's innovation and knowledge
that has shaped generations”, and “it is
interesting to know that some of these
machines are still used in some areas of
Lebanon today”, demonstrating a deep
engagement with the experience..

ACTIVITY : One of the key highlights of this
trip for many was the challenging scenic
three-hour hike along side Assi River.

Everyone's stamina was pushed to the limit
as they hiked the tough paths of Baskinta.
Many students who had hiked in the past
mentioned that this was actually one of the
most challenging trails they had been on.
Nevertheless, here are some statements
from students regarding the hike: I really
enjoyed how | got to leave my comfort
zone and discover a new hobby, |
especially enjoyed the fact that | got to get
away from my electronics and enjoy
nature, and the hike was a very fun
experience to have with my friends.
Experiencing vigorous activities with peers
built stronger bonds between them as we
saw both grades aiding each other,
offering water bottles, and a helping hand.

SERVICE : Our day began with a meaningful
contribution to the environment. Students
collaboratively planted pine trees, each
seed symbolizing our commitment to
sustainability and community service. One
student reflected: It felt empowering to
know that something we planted today will
still be standing years from now. This
specific aspect of the hike is a testament to
the fact that each and everyone of us is
capable of making a difference, whether
that be through small actions or bigger
ones.



Grade 10 Field Trip

Batoul Mazeh

After a ride on the bus, the students of
Grade 10, along with some of their
teachers, were dropped off in Baisour at a
hiking trail. Their trip began with a walk
around a part of the trail exposed to the
tall trees on one side and a view of the
neighbouring mountains in the distance
on the other. They could see the red tile
tops of houses below from where they
stood. Further along the path, they went
into a forest. Pine trees, stretches of green
everywhere, and the sounds of birds
chirping overhead could be heard.
Squirrels hid as students passed through
what was not just a forest, but one of
nature’s homes.

The students, in awe of the beauty of
nature, ended the hike with a clear view of
the mountains from a platform by the
busses. On their way back, they stopped
at a patisserie, where some students sat
and had some ice-cream while they
talked with their friends and others bought
sweets to save for later.



MYP Field Day

Ms. Manal Mezher

Under the blazing Beirut sun, buzzing
with excitement, the MYP students
launched the academic year in true
school-spirit style with an unforgettable
Sports Day at the Green Field of the
American University of Beirut. From start
to finish, the day screamed teamwork,
pride, and unstoppable energy!
Students were proudly divided into six
spirited houses, each one ready to
shine, compete, and cheer their hearts
out. As teams rotated through a variety
of action-packed sports stations, the
field came alive with chants, laughter,
and house colors flying high.

Let’s be clear - this wasn't just a
students-only showdown. Teachers
proudly stood shoulder to shoulder with
their houses, proving that school spirit
knows no age! Together, students and
teachers gave it their all, pushing limits
and collecting House points with
determination, unity, and plenty of
smiles.

Expertly organized by the PHE
Department, Sports Day was powered
by the enthusiasm and creativity of
Coach Karim Safar and Coach Diala
Abi Farraj.

The carefully-designed games tested
perseverance, strategic thinking, and
most importantly, the power of coming
together as one team. Every challenge
celebrated collaboration, leadership, and
the joy of learning beyond classroom
walls. This Sports Day wasn’t just about
winning. It was about belonging, bonding,
and showing what it truly means to be
part of our school community. What a
phenomenal start to the year—one team,
one spirit, one unforgettable day!




During Hispanic Heritage Week, our
school community celebrated the
cultural, linguistic, and human richness of
the Spanish-speaking world through
projects developed by students across all
grades and phases. From exploring
personal and cultural identity by
researching Hispanic countries to
engaging in interdisciplinary work on
holistic ~ well-being and emotional
intelligence within the framework of SDG
3: Good Health and Well-being, students
demonstrated curiosity, empathy, and a
strong commitment to global citizenship.
They also explored topics such as daily
routines and migration, establishing

M M meaningful connections between
SpanSh Herltage week language, culture, and contemporary
Ms. Mey Abdul Latif global challenges. The celebration
included oral presentations, cultural
activities, and the awarding of DELE

Durante la Semana de la Hispanidad, nuestra diplomas (levels Al and A2), recognizing
comunidad escolar celebrd la riqueza cultural, students’ effort and perseverance. This
lingtistica y humana del mundo experience integrated the IB Learner
hispanohablante a través de proyectos Profile attributes, Approaches to Learning
desarrollados por estudiantes de todos los (ATL) skills, and CIS principles, reinforcing
grados y fases. Desde la exploracion de la Spanish as a bridge between cultures
identidad personal y cultural mediante la and reaffirming the importance of

investigacién de paises hispanohablantes, hasta  international mindedness, respect, and
el trabajo interdisciplinario sobre bienestar pleno  responsible  action in  2lst-century
e inteligencia emocional dentro del marco del learning.

ODS 3: Salud y bienestar, los alumnos
demostraron curiosidad, empatia y compromiso
con la ciudadania global. Asimismo, abordaron
temas como la rutina diaria y la migracion,
estableciendo conexiones entre la lengua, la
cultura y los desafios del mundo
contempordneo. La celebracién incluyé
presentaciones orales, actividades culturales y
la entrega de los diplomas DELE (niveles Aly A2),
reconociendo el esfuerzo y la perseverancia de
los estudiantes. Esta experiencia integro los
atributos del perfil IB, las habilidades de
aprendizaje (ATL) y los temas CIS, consolidando
el espanol como un puente entre culturas y
reafirmando el valor de la mentalidad
internacional, el respeto y la accién responsable
en el aprendizaje del siglo XXI.
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Arabic Week

Ms. Sahar Karnib
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Le 4 février, le département de francgais a
célébré la Chandeleur, une féte traditionnelle I-q Chq ndeleur
frangaise qui met a I'honneur le partage, la
convivialité et la culture. Devenue une
tradition & Wellspring, cette célébration
rassemble chaque année les éléves autour
d’'une expérience culturelle. A cette occasion,
les éléves ont fait preuve de créativité en
réalisant des affiches colorées illustrant
I'importance de cette féte et contribuant &
créer une ambiance festive. Une station de
crépes en direct a également animé
I'événement, permettant aux éléves de
participer activement & la préparation et au
service des crépes, tout en développant
I'esprit de collaboration. La célébration s’est
cléturée par la dégustation de délicieuses
crépes préparées par Tonino, faisant de ce
moment une expérience a la fois culturelle,
gourmande et mémorable pour toute la
communauté scolaire.

Ms. Diana El Khoury

Halloween Party

A Student Council Initiative

To spread a little extra joy and excitement across
campus, the 25-26 Student Council is
introducing Frivay Treats, a delicious way to
celebrate the end of each month! Happening
every before last Friday of the month, this event
brings students together to relax, laugh, and
share some well deserved sweet moments
before the weekend. Even though it includes
treats, Frivay Treats isn't just about the food, it’s
about creating a warm, positive atmosphere
that brightens Fridays and strengthens our
school spirit. Our aim is for this to bring you joy.

Hadi Sabra & Anita Tabbara
Student Council President & Vice President

This year’s Student Council has introduced fun
Friday treats, organized different events such as
the school’s staple Halloween Party! Student
Council is important in maintaining the student
morale, and sense of community!




Independence Day & Identity Activities

Yasma Yassine

Students participated in a series of
activities prepared to mark Lebanon’s
Independence Day. The program was
organized by Ms. Nisreen Al Aridi, who
coordinated a schedule that allowed
students to present, perform, and discuss
various elements related to the occasion.
The activities included a Dabke
performance, where a group of students
demonstrated traditional steps they had
rehearsed. Several students also delivered
individual speeches focusing on topics
connected to Lebanon’s history, identity, or
personal observations. These speeches
were followed by the reading of poems
selected by students and teachers. Short
conversations about the country took
place throughout the sessions, giving
students the chance to share thoughts
about independence, culture, and
national symbols. The  discussions

remained simple and engaging, ensuring
that all age groups could participate.

Moreover, the celebration featured musical
components. Students and teachers stood
to sing the Lebanese National Anthem, and
two lovely grade 11 students (Talia
Saffiedine and Talia Fawzi) performed
Mawtini, a song widely associated with
national pride. The school choir also
presented a short piece they had prepared
specifically for the occasion. A highlight for

many was the teachers’  singing
performance, which crafted an
atmosphere of lightheartedness and
enjoyment.

To conclude the two-day event, Ms.
Nisreen delivered a closing speech,
acknowledging the participants, noting the
effort shown in preparing the
performances despite short notice, and
summarizing the purpose of the activities.
The celebration provided a simple,
structured way for students to recognize
and learn about Lebanon’s Independence
Day within the school environment.




Breast Cancer Awareness Campaign

Batoul Mazeh

AUBMC Breast Awareness Session

On October 9, 2025, the female
students of Wellspring from grades 9 to
12 were taken to a Breast Cancer
Awareness event at AUBMC to learn
more about the unfortunate disease
and more about themselves and their

bodies..First, they were introduced to Pink Day and WPAC fund raising
the topic by an oncology student who

is also a part of an NGO dedicated to

sale

studying cancer. Then, Dr. Hiba In a show of solidarity and school spirit,
Moukaddem, an oncologist, took over WPAC teamed up with CAS students to
with a presentation and some videos host Pink Day at CCC, completed with a
on self-examination. She taught the vibrant fundraiser offering a variety of
girls valuable knowledge on how to do eye-catching pink items.

a self-examination,
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Basketball School Tournament for

Breast Cancer Awareness

As part of Breast Cancer Awareness

Month, Grade 10 students Iled a .
school-wide  Basketball Tournament WPAC Brunch and awareness session

during the month of October, combining

sportsmanship with a powerful message In support of awareness and education,
of awareness. The tournament ended WPAC hosted a special brunch for parents,
with a friendly game between teachers featuring an informative session led by
and students. guest speakers from the AUBMC Breast

Cancer Women's Center.



Model United Nations x WLC

Batoul Mazeh

Wellspring  prides itself with its
engagement with Model United Nations
program, sharing a history with
conferences based in AUB, LAU, and
other secondary schools across
Lebanon. With Ms. Sabine Nasser and Mr.
Mostafa Harb’s great efforts, students
emerge every year as great thinkers,
ready to negotiate and debate for
peace and justice across the globe.

AUBXMUN 2026

Wellspring students attended training
and mock sessions held by the
American  University of Beirut in
preparation for the final conferences.
Regardless of the ongoing war in
Lebanon, students had to write and
submit their positions papers
representing the stances of their
assigned countries, in preparation for a
final conference that can hopefully be
held if the situation in the country allows
for it.

WLCMUN 2026- 4" Edition

This year's conference was hosted by
the current Wellspring  Secretary
General, Nadim Yazbeck - Rammal,
alongside the two distinguished chairs,
Ali Younes and Joelle Icho. Although the
conference was cut short due to the
then-escalating tensions in the region
and now, the ongoing war on Lebanon’s
sovereignty and people, this year’'s MUN
was able to explore the dangers of fake
diplomacy under the context of the
Rwandan Genocide, which proved to be
very relevant to ongoing events. We
hope our delegates and students are
able to apply what they’'ve learned and
practiced in the real world.




Students’ Voices

Mr. Salman Sultan

Students Broadcast

Wellspring Broadcast was initiated this
year. It took over Wednesdays’
Assemblies with a twist of fun as it was
student-led! The Broadcast involves the
students in the informational
educational process, as they chose
topics from their curricula, engaged in
further research in areas of their interest
and prepared material to be presented
to the audience. Whether a riddle, a
poem, or a small game, the Broadcast
gives the boost to a fresh Wednesday!
Short inspirational stories, a quote and
much more are presented by the
students, which empowers students’
presentation skills, motivation, and
reinforces the Learner’s Profile attributes.
Furthermore, Mr. Salman Sultan, the
Dean of Students, highlights students’
academic and non-academic
achievements by allowing the students
to share their experience with the M.
community who gives a loud Shout-Out!

Salman reports one of the most
enjoyed Students’ Broadcast, when
students presented the Periodic Table in
the Assembly area after sharing riddles
and fun facts about the elements.

Were you aware that, Did you know your
elements broadcast, was among the best
orchestrated this year?
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